
 

 

 
 December 16, 2016 
 
 

TO:                    District Superintendents  

                           Chief Business Officials  

                           SISC II Member Districts 

 
FROM:               Robert J. Kretzmer 

                             Director, Property & Liability 
 
SUBJECT:            Preventing Slips, Trips, and Falls on Ice 
 
There are two elements that are critical to preventing slips and falls on ice:  

 Wearing the right footwear 

 Making sure entrances and walkways are clear of ice and well sanded 

 
Establish A School Ice Control Program                   Wear The Right Footwear for the Weather 

 Employees should notify the Principal 

immediately about icy sidewalks, entrances, and 

walkways. 

 FOOTWEAR is the single most important factor 

in falls on ice.  

 Principals should notify Maintenance about icy 

parking lots as soon as possible.  

 Avoid leather soles or any sole with a smooth 

finish. 

 Principals should provide custodians with adequate 

time and equipment for snow and ice removal.  

 Wear boots and shoes with good treads (crosscut 

or “waffle” type). 

 Direct employee to use specific entrances to the 

building in the early morning until custodians can 

effectively clear ice and apply ice melt or sand. 

 Avoid high heels, platform shoes, or cowboy boots 

since these throw off your natural balance and 

usually have no tread on the sole. 

 Use good solid carpet runners or mats inside the 

building entrances. Make sure your mats don’t 

bunch up and create a tripping hazard. 

 Coaches, teachers on playground duty, and 

custodians should wear appropriate footwear for 

existing conditions. 

 It is critical to keep layers of ice from forming on 

sidewalks. Use ice melt to remove ice. 

 

 Post buckets of sand or ice melt at all 

entrances/exits from the building so that any 

employee can apply without waiting for a building 

custodian. 

 

 Don’t forget to shovel and sand employee service 

entrances, walkways to portables, and walkways to 

dumpsters. Post buckets of sand and ice melt at 

these exits for employees to use.  

 

 


